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Young Voter Turnout 2008 - Primaries and Caucuses 
 

The 2008 elections are shaping up to be the year of the young voter.  After big increases in young voter turnout in 2004 
and 2006, many skeptics wondered if the momentum would continue into 2008.  
 
The answer is a resounding yes.  The number of 18-29 year old voters has increased in every state!s primary or 
caucus so far in 2008, even doubling and tripling in several. Overall, the number of 18-29 year olds voting in 
primaries and caucuses in 2008 is 109% more than in the previous set of primary elections.2 
 
In addition, while turnout has been high across all age groups, young voters have increased their turnout by much 
more than any other age cohort.  Turnout has been up, but so has the percent of the electorate young people make up 
(known as ÒshareÓ). Not only are young adults voting in larger numbers, they are also increasing their presence at the 
polls more than are older voters. The table and chart below demonstrate the incredible participation of young voters in the 
2008 primaries and caucuses: 
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2 Turnout and share figures in this document are compared to the turnout and share figures for each partyÕs most recent competitive 
primary cycle based on exit polls.  For Democrats, numbers are compared to 2004; for Republicans, they are compared to 2000. Vote 
shares are from CNN exit polls; vote totals are from CNN and the United States Elections Project. 



 

 

 
 

About Rock the Vote 
Rock the Vote!s mission is to build the political clout and engagement of young people in order to achieve progressive change in our 

country.  Rock the Vote uses music, popular culture and new technologies to engage and incite young people to register and vote in 

every election.  And we give young people the tools to identify, learn about, and take action on the issues that affect their lives, and 

leverage their power in the political process.  Rock the Vote is creative, effective, and controlled by nobody!s agenda but our own – we 

tell it like it is and pride ourselves on being a trusted source for information on politics.  We empower the 45 million young people in 

America who want to step up, claim their voice in the political process, and change the way politics is done. 

www.RockTheVote.com  


